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AVENUE IN THE GROUNDS,

N the southerly part of the grounds

of the Walter Reed Hospital stands

a frame house, and to tell the his-

tory of this house is also to tell
much of the life-story of a man who
for half a century and up to the time
of his death in 1863 was one of the fore-
most citizeng of Washington. It was
the summer home of Thomas Carbery,
the s=ixth mayor of Washington, his
service in that office beginning June 14,
1822, and ending June 14, 1824,

But Mr. Carbery's service to Wash-
imgton is not to be measured by his
term as mayor. His predecessors in
that office were Hobert Brent, Daniel
Rapine, James H. Blake, Benjamin (.
Oirr and Samuel N. Smallwood. His sue-
cessors were Samuel N, Smallwood,

Hoger . Weightman, Joseph Gales, jr.;
John P. Van Ness, William A. Bradley,
Peter Force, William W. Seaton, Wal-

ter Lenox, John W. Maury, John T.
Towers, William B. Magruder, James
3. Berret, Richard Wallach, Sayles .

Bowen and Matthew G. Emery.

At thig peint it is Interesting to
glance back at the names of the Wash-
ingtonlans who were officially asso-
ciated in the government of the capital
with Mavor Carbery. The regisier of
the twentieth council in I522 shows
that William Hewitt was register and
F. C. De Grafft surveyor.

Aldermen: William W. Beaton, president of
the board; Henry M. Steiner, Charles W, Golds-
borough, Jobhn A. Wilson, James Hoban, Roger
C. Welghtman, Willilam A. Bradley. Benjamin
Burch, George Blagden, James Middleton, Ed-
ward W. Clarke, Israel Little and E. J. Middle-
ten, secretary. Commoen council: George Wat-
terston, president; Alexander MclIntyre, i1liam
P. Gardner, James Gaither, Henry Ashton,
Heary Smith, Francis Coyls, Peter Force, Wal-
ter Clarke, Nathan Smith, John Pic, Elias Cald-
well, Grifith Coombe, Edward J. Lewis, Clement
Boswell, Adam Lindsay, Philamon Moss, John
Nowland and Thomas L. Noyes, secretary. The
fwenty-first council. that of 1823, shows & num-
ber of changes in personnel. William W. Seaton
was still the president of the board of aldermen,
and his fellow aldermen were Charles W. Golds-
borough. Henry M. Bteiner, John A. Wilson,
James Hoban, Roger (. Weightman, James
Young, Henjamin Sprigg, James Middleton,
tGeorge Blagden, Israel Little and Edward W.
Clarke, with E. J. Middleton the secretary, Com-
mon council: Peter Foree, prosident: Alexander
Mclintyre, James Gaither, illiam P. Gardner,
Henry Ashton, Henry Smith, Henry M. Morfit,
William Hunt, Charles Glover, Jolin Ple, Wil-
Liam J. AMeCormick, William Ingle, Griffith
Coombe, Edward 8. Clement Roawell,
Adam Lindsay, James Friend, Solomon tiroves
and Thomas L. Noyes, secretary.

The house which furnishes the text
of the present ramble stands among
many trees on the old Tth street pike,
which later Washingtonians call
Georgia avenue, west of Brightwood. A
double line of maples borders the wav-
ing. bending drive leading from the
main street. Only an occasional horse
and vehicle pass under the branches of
these trees now. The house itself ig in

Lewin,

an advanced state of decay and the
story has been told that it will soon
be torn down. The house, having ouf-

lived its usefulnesyr and having come
to be censidered an eyesore, will prob-
ably soon perish. It is a4 square, two-
story frame with four chimneys and a
cupola, or observatory, on the roof, an

Veterans

GG ET VILLA!" is the rallying

cry at the present time of
a =mall number of gray-
haired, stoop - shouldered

veterans of this vicinity who went into
.\1‘:)(:('” came ouUl again victorious
in the exciting days of 1546-47, before

e factn government=x of the Carranza
Llr-nl popular south of the Rio
® rande and human foxes of the Villa
trl fought instead of playing

J-"..!‘.rl seek with United States troops
A the denert,

While the khaki-clad force of moldiers
commanded by Hrig. ftGen. [Pershing
work farther and farther across the
silkali-covered northern Mexican waste
in search of the bandit chieftain, these
veterans of the Mexican war follow
the meager news gleaned of the move-
ments of the punitive expedition with
28 much interest as they did the war
dispatches before President Folk sent a
special message to Congress, May 11,
1846, that “war existed by the act of
Mexico,”” and Congress appropriated
$10,000,000 and authorized the raising of
20,000 volunteers

and

wEre

gamely

L]

=
“When we went into Mexico, landing
at Foint Isahel on the Texas coast, a
few miles morth of the Rio Grande,”

=ay8 mninety-year-old Amos T. Fisher,
210 Prince street, Alexandria, Va., “we
did not have machine guns that killed
thousand men in #fteen minutes or
craft that hovered the army
ke eyes, informing vur offcers of the
«nemy’s whereabouts We did pretty
well at that. In those days the Mexi-
cans were bhrave fAghters were
anxious for a little exercise before
breakfast most any morning.”

On the morning of December 12, 1546,
eighty-four men of Alexandria marched
from that place to join their com-
panles at Richmond and depart for
Mexico. The only living member of
that band eof Virginians 18 Amos
Fisher Eighty-three have answered
the last muster and left Fisher 1o tell
tales of bygone days o any one who
happens to be even slightly interested
in battles before forty-two-centimeter
guns and gas bomba came into vogue.
He was assigned to Company B, 2d
Virginia Volunteer Regiment. and had
his baptism of fire at Vera Cruz. Gen.
Winfleld Scott's expedition with =
squadron under Commodore Conner
appeared off Vera Cruz on the 3%th of
March. Fisher landed along with
12,000 other United SBtates soldiers and
sailors before the =sirongly f{ortified
Qity.

The city was defended by land works

a

air aver

and

architectural touch which was given
to many houses of the period to which
this helongs. A covered porch runs
across the front and a double-atory
porch across the rear. Once a broad
covered porch extended around the
house, but the side porches have de-
caved and that which was at the south
#ide has fallen away.

*
* *
From the Tth street road a clay and
gravel trail leads to a stone spring-

house on low ground southwest of the

main house. It is constructed of ir-
regular pieces of ‘“ironstone’” and is
roofed with shingles that are nearly

buried under moss and lichen, Through
the grounds and passing close to this

springhouse i a rocky. tree-lined
stream, the name of which the Rambler
does not know Perhaps it has no
name. It rises close 1o the Distriet
line west of Takoma, describes a crook-
ed course from northeast to southwest,

receives a number of small branches
and enters Rock creek at the Military
road,

This homeseat embraced a muecn

larger area than was taken over by
the government for the army hospital.
Thomas Carbery on coming into pos-
session of the property called it “Nor-
way.,” It had been the property of
Daniel Carroll of Duddington, who also
owned Abbey Manor, or Cerne Abbey
Manor, which extended from about the
line of M street north down to the
Eastern branch, on which tract stand
Union station, the terminal tracks,
the Capitol, the Library of Congress,
the Senate and House office buildings,
the east part of the Botaniec Garden,
Garfield Park and a large dlistrict of
South Washington, @

All old Washingtonians know the
close relations which Daniel Carroll
bore to the embryo Washington. Ha

was one of the three commissioners ap-
pointed under the act establishing the
permanent capital, for the purpose of
running “lines of experiment” and per-
forming other gservices in connection
with the creation of the District of Co-
lumbia. George Washington, President
of the United States, issued on January
23, 1791, the following letters patent
to the commissioners:

Koow you that, repoging special trust and eon-
fidence in the integrity. skill and diligenee of
Thomas Johnson and Daniel Carroll of Maryland
and David Stewart of Virginia, 1 do, in pursu-
anee of the power vested in me by the act en-
titled “*An act for the establishing the tem-
porary and permancnt seat of government of tha
T'nited States,”” approved July 168. 1790, hereby
appoint them, the said Thomas Johnson, Daniel
Carroll and Darvid Stewsrt, commissioners for
surveying the district of territory accepted by
the sald act for the permancnt seat of govern-
ment of the Tnited States, and for performing
surrh other offices as hy law directed, with full
authority for them, or any two of them, to pro-
reed therein according to law, snd to have and
to hold the said office, with all the powers, priv-
ileges and authorities tn the samr of right
pertaining to each of them. during the pleasure
of the President of the United States for the
fime being.

It was to these commissioners that
the new territory or district owes thn
name of “Columbia” and the capital
city the name of “Washington.” This

ig explained in a letter from the com-
missioners to Maj. L'Enfant, dated
Georgetown, September % 1781, and an
extract of that letter seems to the

Rambler to be appropriate while mak-
ing a passing reference to Daniel Car-
roll of Duddington. It follows:

We have agreed that the federal disirict shall

be called ““The Territory of Columbia’™ and the
federnl city "The City of Washington.”" The
title of the map will, therefore, be A map

of the city of Washington in the Territory of
Columbin.""

We have nlso agreed the streets be named
slphabetically one way and numerically the
other, the former divided inte north and south
letters, the latter into-east and west numbers
from the I“nri!nl. Mu]. Ellirot, with proper as-
sistance, will immediately take, and soon furnish
you with, soundings of the Eastern branch, to be
inserted In the map. We expect he will also
furnish you with the direction of the proposed

pont-road which we wish to have noticed in the
mup. We are, ele,,
THOMAS JOHNHON, STCART AND CARROLL,

*
*® %

It will be noticed that Commissioner
David Stuart spells his name S-t-u-a-r-t

ONCE A BRIDGE

and President Washington spells it
S-t-e-w-a-r-t.
When Mr. Carbery, who is variously

referred to in the records as Capt. Car-
bery and Mayor Carbery, came into
possession of those lands north of
Brightwood, he not only gave the name
of “Norway' to the property, but he
indulged his fancy in giving pleasant
names to particular parts of the tract.
Allen C. Clark, in a paper on “The
Mayors of Washington—Thomas Car-
bery,” which he read before the Colum-

“NORWAY,” THE CARBERY-LAY HOUSE ON GEORGIA AVENUE.

of the Mexican War Tell

and the castle of San Juan de Ulloa,
built on a reef in the harbor.
“They can talk about Verdun,” Fisher

savs, in his whisper, “but the sides of
that Mexican atronghold looked im-
pregnable to um when we first got
close to them. ©On the 22d a bombard-
ment began from the batteries and
fleet. | did not cloge my eves for sev-
entyv-two hours, and know what the

allied troops suffered in the retreat to
the Marne. 1 did not mind the ene-
my's fire, burt would have given any-
thing for just an hour or two of sleep.
The bombardment lasted four days,
and the ecity and castle surrendered.
We captured 5000 prisoners, and Bcott
had lost eighty men and the Mexicans
more than 2,000

At the end of his first term of serv-
ice Fisher eame home and then re-
turned to Mexico, where he was In ac-
tive service wuntil the troops were
mustered out after peace Wwas Nego-
:la:;t':gal Guadalupe Hidalgo, February

“An actlve life is better than tons of
medicine,” Fisher says weakyl, a wan
amile lighting his furrowed face for a
second. He was one of the early forty-
niners. When the entire country was
fired with the news of the discovery of

great gold “strikes” |n California, he
Hfﬂl-:fi from Haltimore on the old
French salling ship "Louls Phillippe"

and landed in San Francisco In Decem-

ber, 1849 Alexandria looked like a great
metropolis compared to the little vil-
lage of San Francisco which Fisher

saw when he disembarked from the ship
after reaching the Golden Gate. He
sailed up and down the coast for two
vears, touchipng at most of the Pacific
ports of the Central and South Ameri-

ican countries.  The ship traded with
many of the Pacific islands.
“I would not have missed my Mex-

fean experience for all the gold discov-
ered in alifornia in those days,'" the
old Virginia soldier insists. "We were
fighting for liberty—for the llberty of

Texas, That is the reason that the
boys in khaki will give & good account
of themselves, no matter what happens
in the republic, so called, to the south
of us. There is no incentive like the

call of liberty to make a man fight.”

“"When we went into Meéxico we never
intended to come out agaln until the
enemy had been thoroughly whipped.”
writes (‘ol. George A. Porterfield of
Charles Town, W. Va., president of the
Aztec Club of 1547. He is one of the
most distinguished veterans of West
Virginia.

. *
% ®

In & letter written recently Col. Por-
terfield mays:

“It all depends on how persevering
our troops aré as to whether they met
Villa or not. Owing to the mountain-
ous condition of the country he may
be able 1o hide in the Sierra Madre al-
most indefinitely. By forming a circle
and gradually advancing on him his
capture could be fully effected. Pur-
suing this course, I do not believe it

OVER THE STREAM IN “NORWAY.”

bi?dHinloricll Society on March 16, 1915,
said:

Norway contalined 300 acres. The
area taken by the government for the
hospital was fifty acres. About 1871-2
a large part of Norway was sold to
Alexander R. Shepherd and in 1873 he
erected a fine stone house, which he
called Bleak House, in which he lived
for some time and which is still stand-
Ing, west of Georgla avenue and north
of Walter Reed Hospital.

The timber of the present house is
not that which sheltered Thomas Car-
berv. In that engagement which his-
toriang have named the battle of Fort

Stevens, which took place during a
part of the days of July 11 and 12,

1864, the original Carbery house, then
called the Lay house, was burned. In
carrying out the plan of the defenses
of Washington timber was cut away
gemerally for a distance of two miles,
that the field of fire of the forts, the
flanking batteries and the connecting
trenches should be clear and that no
cover might be afforded an enemy.
Many houses were destroved for the
same reason that the woods were cut
away, and all houaes which might ob-
struct the view from the forts or fur-
nish shelter for the enemy were mark-
ed for destruction should the oecasion
arise. The Carberv-Lay house had been
left standing, but soon after the en-
gagement opened it was set on fira by
the Federals. though not before it had
furnished shelter for Confederate
sharpshooters.

North of the house and in the midst
of the group of buildings comprieing
the hospital is the trunk of a tree on
which has been posted this sign: “Used
as a Signal Station by the Confederate
Soldiers under Gen. Early During the
Attack on Washington, July 11 and 12,
1864. Also occupied by Confederate
sharpshooters.” The house was shat-
tered and set on fire by shells from
Fort Stevens, but soon after the war
an appropriation was made for the re-
lief of the owner of the property and
the house was rebuilt on the exact
plan of the house destroved. This is
the house which stands today.

*
* ¥

A mass of information relating to
Thomas Carbery was collected by Al-
len €. Clark, president of the Columbia
Historical Society, in hls contribution
to that series of papers prepared for
the society by Dr. James Dudley Mor-
gan, Michael I. Weller, Madison Davis,

¥
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Alnsworth R. Spofford, Douglas Zersly,
Robert H. Harkness, Dr. Willl'm
Tindall and W. V. Cox on “The
Mayors of the Corporation of Washing-
ton.” A great many facts concerning
the Carbery family have also been
gathered by Louis F. Shoemaker, whose
mother was Martha Carbery, daughter
of Lewis Carbery, who was a brother
of Capt. and Mayor Thomas Carbery.
It is t0o these gentlemen that the Ram-
bler is indebted for much of his mat-
ter bearing on the life of Thomas Car-
bery. Even when one is writing about
old friends it is necessary to refresh
the memary. especially in the case of
dates and names.

The Carbery was an Irish family.
Thomas Carbery's great-grandfather,
John Baptist Carbery, was born
in Ireland. Because of religious perse-
cution he emigrated to New England
and settled for a time in Boston. He
seems not to have been happy among
the Puritans and leaving Boston went
to Maryland. He was living in St.
Marys county in 1700, for there is a
will extant to which he appended his
signature to witness on October 18 of
that year. The date of his birth and
the date of his coming to America ares
not known. Among his children was
a son, named for the father, John Bap-
tist Carbery. That son was born in
St. Marys county, most probably on
St. Clements bay, in 1733. He married
a Miss Thompson of Charles county. In
their large family was a son, Thomas
Carbery. He came to the District of
Columbia about the time of the re-
moval of the seat of government from
Philadelphia. He engaged in business
as a contractor and furnished some of
the materiala for the publie hulldlnfl
then under construction. He died In
Washington July 12, 1812, at the age
of sixty-seven years. His wife, who was
Mary Asenath Carbery, died in Wash-
ington January 2, 1818, in the sixty-
fourth year of her age.

The children of Thomas Carbery, ar.,
and Mary Asenath Carbery were. in the
order of their birth, Mary, John Bap-
tist, Martha, Ruth, Ann, Joseph, Cath-
arine, Thomas, James, Lewis and Igna-
tius Henry. Mary was born in 1775
and dled in 1%858; John Baptist, born
1777, dled 1803: Martha, whoe married
Salvadore Catalana, was born 1779, died
1857; Ruth, born 1780, died 1869; Ann,
who married Mattingly, born 1784,
died 1855; Joseph, 1786-1849: Catharine,
1789-1880; Thomas, June 268, 1791-May
23, 1863; James, 1793-1861; Lewlis, 1795-
1460, and Ignatius Henry, 1797-1799.

*
* %

Thomas Carbery, who came to be the
prominent Washingtonian, was bern in
St. Marys county and came to Wash-
ington with his parents when his father
entered upon his career here as a con-
tractor. In 1818 the son bought land at
the msouthwest corner of 1Tth and C
streets and built a brick house. He
enlarged the house in 1831, and with
its fine garden it became one of the

handsome homes of the capital. Con-
tinental Hall, national headquarters of
the Daughters of the American Revo-
lution, occuples the smite of Capt. Car-
bery's city home. The captain’s maiden
sisters, Ruth and Catharine, and hisa
widowed sister, Ann Mattingly, made
their home with their brother. Ann
was the subject of a miracle in 1824, a
matter which profoundly stirred Catho-
lic circles in Washington and to soms

extent throughout the country, and
further along In this narrative the
Rambler will make more extended

mention of that occurrence.

Capt. Carbery was married by the
Rev. Father Matthews of St. Patrick's
Church to Mary H. Manning of Lou-
doun county, Va.,, November 2, 1826, She
died eight years after her marriage,
her death day being November 8, 1834,
and of her there was a long obituary
in the XNational Intelligencer of No-
vember 11, 1834. There were four chil-
dren as issue of this marriage, but all
of them died in early youth.

Capt. Carbery was a justice of the
peace for more than forty years, was
collector of the port in the late twen-
tles and early thirties, was a commis-
sioner of the Washington canal, origi-
nal member of the Washington Na-
tional Monument Soclety and third
president of the Bank of the Metropo-
lis, now the Natlonal Metropolitan
Bank, serving in that office from Feb-
ruary 6, 18565, until his death.

The National Intelligencer of Mon-
day, May 25, 1863, contained this notice
of Capt. Carbery’s death:

Thomas Carbery, Esq., one of the oldest and
moat respected citizens of Washington, died at
his residence on Beventeenth street, on Baturday
avening last. Capt. Carbery was at the time of
his death President of the Bank of the Metrop-
olis. He was in the seventy-fourth year of his
nfr. His funeral will take place from Bt. Pat-
rick’'s Church, F atreet, on Tuesday morning.
the 28th instant, st 10 o'clock A. M. Requiem
mass will be celebrated.

The Rev. Father Walter was the
celebrant of the mass, and the pall-
bearers were Hugh B. Sweeny, William
E. Todd, Nicholas Callan, Philip R. Fen=

S
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would take long., the army using the
cavalry or infantry for the purpose of
surrounding him

“I believe {n a strong standing army,
ag the present conditions in every way
point to the Importance of our being
prepared for any emergency arising
from the many complications that now
exist between this country and Eu-
rope. more serious, T believe, than are
known by the general public.

“Being In HRichmond in 1846, when
the war broke out, I united with my
classmates of the V. M. I, Edward (.
Carrington and Carlton R. Munford, in

forming one of the first companies rals-
ed in Virginia for service in Mexlco.
“Cpl. John F. Hamtramck was In

command: Lieut. Col. Thomas Beverly
Randolph, Maj. Jubal A. Early, Lieut.
George A. Porterflield and Second Lieut.
Carlton R. Munford were the officers.

“Our company salled from Old Point
Comfort, Va., January 1, 1846, and land-
ed at the entrance of the Rio Grande
February 23, while the battle of Buena
Vista was being fought. 4

“] was adjutant of the Virginia regi-
ment and later assistant adjutant gen-
eral, relieving Capt. Irvin McDowell of
the UU. B. A., and serving In that ca-
pacity under Gen. John E. Wool of
Troy, N. Y., until the close of the war.

“On one occasion a dispute arose be- -

tween Lleut. Mahan of Pennsylvania
and Carlton R, Munford, which result-
ed in a duel, in which both were killed.
Mahan remarked: ‘The Mexicans are
going to attack us’' Munford replied:
‘1 do not believe one d word of
that'

“Mahan challenged Munford They
agreed to fight as Tem Ritchle and
Pleasants of Richmond, Va., fought, us-
ing muskets loaded with buckshot,
standing forty vards apart and advanc-
ing until within ten yards of each oth-
er. Both fired, and both were hit. Mun-
ford was shot through the bowels and
dled In great pain. Mahan was shot
through the lungs and lived meveral
day 1T had been sent to Gen,
knap's headquarters on some military
matter and when 1 returned, seeing a
new grave, felt confident it was my
friend Munford's. Later his body was
sent to Richmond for burial.”

*® *

“YWhen we went into Mexico,” says
eighty-six-yvear-old (George Simms of
607 N street, “we went there in sailing
vessels that could beat anything on the
seven seas.’”

Simms was a sailor in the United
States Navy at the time of the Mexi-
can war and saw much service up and

o a4 B
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EVERAL Survivors of War Reside in Washington and Vicinity—President Polk’s Special
Message to Congress—Eighty-four Men of Alexandria Marched to Defend the Cause of
ne Survivor of the Company—Col. Porterfield’s Letter.
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COL. GEORGE A.

PORTERFIELD.

Preasident of the Astec Club of 1847,
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down the east coast of Mexico for two
vegrs during the war. He was in sev-
eral minor engagements when the fleet
fired on shore batteries. He is & good

THE CARBERY

dall, John Carroll Brent. Willilam Fla-
herty, Lewis Johnson and Dr. William
Jones. The interment was in St. Pat-
rick's cemetery, but on the abandon-
ment of that cemetery what was mor-
tal of Capt. Carbery was removed to
Mount Olivet cemetery and there his
monument stands today.

&
* %

The benefactions of Thomas Carbery,
sspecially to the Catholic institutions
of Washington, were large. He had
much to do with the organization of
St. Vincent's Orphan Asylum, in 1825,
and in a history of Bt. Patrick's par-
ish it is written that the first building
for the orphan asylum, which stood
on the west side of 10th street between
F and G streets, was erected very

largely through the munificence of
Capt. Carbery. The asylum was in-
corporateg by Congress in 1831, the in-
corporatork being Rev. Willlam Mat-
thews, Rev. Matthew Deagle, Pater 5.
Shrieber, Thomag Carbery and Willlam
Hickey. . :

Of Capt. Carbery's connection with
the Washington Monument Mr. Clark
has written:

That “‘he shall live me lonager in monument
thas the bell rings and the widow weeps'’ iz not
0 of Capt. Carbery. '‘Thomas Carbery” is on
the imscription on copper plate covering the de-

sit-recess of the corner stones of the monument.

pt. Carbery was of the original organization
of the “"Washington Nationsl Monument Society”
Detober 31, 1 . The afficers were: John Mar-
shall, president: William Cranch, first vice prea-
ident; John P. Van Ness, second vice president:
William W. Seaton, third vice president; Bamnel

. Bmith, treasurer; George atterston, secre-
tary. The board of trustees were: (ien. Thomas
8,?.--11 , Col. James Kearney, Col. Nathan Tow-
son, Col. Archibald Henderson, Matthew B8t.
Clair Clark, John McClelland, Thomas Munroe,
Col. George Bomford, Roger C. “’e!ghtmln,
Peter Force, Willlam Brent, William A. Bradley,
Thomss Carbery.

He #i the sddress, 18468, to the public ad-
vising it of the delay because of the fallure of
congressional action in appropriating the site on
the mall—glso advising it of arrangement for
receiving contributions. The building commities
was appointed soon after the laying of the cor-
ner stose, July 4, 1848, Capt. Carbery was chair-
man and the others were William A. Bradley
and George Watterston. Further on John J,
Abert was added to the committee. The duties

the committee were *‘‘the purchase of ma-
terinls and the general construction of the mon-
ument, embracing the employment of labor,
skilled and common.”” Capt. Carbery was an In-
%rpfntgr under the act of Congress, February

The Carberys were distingulshad as
one of the Catholic families of Mary-
land and the District. Mayor Carbery
had an aunt, Elizabeth Carbery, who
wag a Carmelite nun and died in the
Convent of Mount Carmel, Charles
county. Md., in 1R13. His sister, Mary
Carbery, was Sister Eleanora of St
Francis, 2 Carmelite, who died in Bal-
timora in 1858. His brother Joseph
passed through Georgetown College and
was ordained a priest in.1814. He was
long stationed at St. Inigoes, §t. Marys
county, and died in 1840, Many Wash-
ingtonians have seen the incrusted
guns in Georgetown University grounds
and In the statehouse grounds at An-
napolis, which after servicea in the old
fort at 5t. Marys City were swallowed

talker, but tells more of the excite-
ment and privations of the days after
the war, when he crossed the plains
four times with Kit Carson. Simms
is well known in Washington. He
cared for Kit Carson at Beveridge's
Hotel when the famous Indian fighter
was recovering from a severe attack of
pneumonia. Simms says he begged
Carson not to leave Washington with
his Indians so soon after a serlous ill-
ness, when Carson ingisted on starting
from the capital to see his wife at Fort
Atchison. *“He was so weak from his
attack that he shouldn’'t have walked
acroes A meadow flve fathoms long,"”
Simms savs. “And yet he started half
way across the country before the bliz-

SPRINGHOUSE.

up by the 8t. Marya river and were re-
covered about two centuries later by
Father Joseph Carbery.

The captain's sister Ann was mi-
raculously cured of a “deep-seated tu-
mor of a cancerous nature” In the
literature bearing on this remarkable
case one finds the names of Dr. N. P.
Cousin, Dr. George A. Carroll and Dr.
Thomas (. SBcott. Depositions affirma-
tive of the miracle were made by her
brothers, Capt. Thomas Carbery. Lewis
Carbary and Father Joseph Carbery,
and by Rev. Fathers Dubuisson, Mat-
thews and Anthony Kohlmann of Holy
Trinity Church, Georgetown.

This miracle is treated by Allen C,
Clark in his paper before the Columbia
Historical Soclety. The late John F.
("ovle wrote a long account of it in
1901, and an account of It, written bw
the Rev. Anthony Kohlmann, may be
read in a publication issued by Jona-
than Elliot in 1830, entitled “Historical
Sketches of the Ten Miles Square
Forming the District of Columbia.’

*
% %

Thomas Carbery had two brothers
who were important men in early
Washington, Lewis Carbery was for
many years surveyor of the county of
Washington and was president of the
levy court. He married Artemisla
Cloud in 1817. Bhe was the daughter
of Abner Cloud, whose house is still
standing on the Canal road near where
the New Cut road joins, and the rulns
of whose grist mill stand between the
Canal road and the river, this side of
Chain bridge. Lewis had several chil-
dren. His daughter Mary married
Joshua Ritchie; Martha married Peirce

Shoemaker, and his son James married
Miss Elizabeth Reed of FPocahontas
county, Va.

James, another brother of Capt
Thomas Carbery, was a naval archi-
tect and was long employed at the
Washington navy yard. He also mar-
ried a daughter of Abner Cloud. Her
name was Emza.

. Ann Carbery Mattingly left Mary
Susan and John Mattingly. Mary Susan
became the wife of Richard Lay, who
was an official in the Post Office De-
partment. The Rambler believes that
Richard was the owner of Norway at
the time of Early's attack on the north-
ern line of Washington's defenses. His
son Theodore was living at Norway
when he sold the property to Senator
Cameron and Col. M. M. Parker, who In
turn sold it to the government. One
member of the Lay family, whom the
Rambler cannot quite place, was Capt
Thomas Lay of the Marine Corps.

Thomas Carbery got his military title
in the war of 1812. He was commis-
sioned & captain {n the 36th Infantry,
April 30, 1813, and honorably dis-
charged June 15, 1815. So reads the of-
ficial record. An uncle of Thomas,
Henry Carbery, was an officer in the
Continental Army and served In wvari-
ous Indian conflicts and throughout the
war of 1812, He died at his seat near
Georgetown in 1822,

of Battles South of the Rio Grande

zards wers over. The next I heard he
had died during a snowstorm hefors
reaching his wife and the fort. I told
him not to go, but he was so big and
brave that 1 guess he thought 1 was
chicken-hearted. [ loved that man"
Other persons living in this vicinity
who fought in the stormy days of 1846-

47 are: Owen Thomas Hdgar and John
C. Martin, both of this city; Davis
Toothman, Smithville, W. Va.. Oliver
P. Watkins, Brookeville. Md. ; Uriah
Rose, Thaxton, Va.. Parkes E. Ash-
worth, Ontario, Va.; Willlam H Cole-
gate, Damascus, Va . Woodson Bassett,
Preston, Va.; Samuel Allbright, Bebee,
W. Va.: Charles W. Johannes and

George W. Ramsey, both of Baltimore.
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CURIOUS CUSTOMS OF THE OLD WORLD.
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O the American traveler in Europe
T there is, perhaps, nothing more
curious than the persistency with
which certein old customs are main-
tained. The Romans, for example, ob-
serve the “saturnalia™ of their ancient
pagan ancestors, in, however, a harm-
less way, and the Florentinea proceed
on a certain morning each year to
catch crickets in the grass simply be-
caude the Etruscans did the same thing
2,000 years ago.

When Bismarck, during the term of
his missgion as ambassador to Russia,
was walking one day in the summer
garden in St. Petersburg, as it was
then called, he met the emperor, who
invited the diplomatist to continue his
stroll with him. Soon Bismarck noticed
2 sentry stationed in the middle of a
large plot of grass, He asked what
the soldier was doing there. The czar
did not know; the ald-de-camp did not
know. Bo inquiry was made of the
sentry himaself.

“It is ordered,” was his reply.

Every official gave the same reply,
“It is ordered,” but none of them knew
by whom. A sentry had always stood
guard in the middle of that innocent
grass plot. The archives were searched,
but in vain, for information in this
relation. Finally an aged officlal was
found who gave the explanation. He
had had it from his father that the
Empress Catherine had once seen a
snowdrop ready to bloom in that plot
and had ordered a sentry to stand
guard and allow no one to pluck it. For
more than a century the watch had
been maintained because “it was or-
dered,” and because no one had ever
dreamed of disobeying the order or
questioning any one as to the reason
therefor.

The inflexibllity of Russian official
erders has resulted in other queer and

needless fixtures in the official system.
Quite = ludicrous discovery of this
sort was made by the Empress Cath-
erine, who was the mother of that Em-
peror Paul assassinated in 1801. Cath-

erine, at one time, was inspired by
some passing whim of economy to
serutinize the {mperial housekeeping

accounts. To her amazement she found
among other queer i{tems that “one
bottle of rum daily” was charged to the
heir apparent. Inasmuch as her son,
Naslednik, then a young man, had
never evinced any signe of intemper-
ate habits, his mother was greatly as-
tonished. Going over the accounts to
ascertain how long this sort of thing
had been going on, she found to her
still greater astonishment that the
expenditure went back to the day of
his birth, and, indeed, far beyond It

S0, it appeared, the heir to the
throne had not only been charged with
drinking over thirty dozen bottles of fine
Jamaica rum each year ever since he was
born, but for & long time before that.
It is hardly necessary to add that. the
empress made a thorough investigation
of this queer entry. Finally, by the
aid of an antiquary, she at last reached
the original entry. i

A century or so before the imperial
hyslclan had prescribed for the

aslednik of the perlod, “on acocount of
& violent toothache, a teaspoonful of
rum, to be itaken with sugar.” This
dose was given for several days in
succession, and the nurse in charge had
deemed it more fitting to the imperial
dignity, as well as mors profitable to
herself, to purchase a new bottle of
rum each day. No ome had ever glven
the order to discontinue the purchase
and it had gone on for a century, the
rum having constituted one of the per-
quisites of the court nurse.

Englishmen have always had an af-
fection for the old ways. So persist-
ent are they in holding to the forms
and traditions of the past that their
Prench neighbora over the channel
have dubbed the United Kingdom “the
museum of antiquities” among modern
nations.

It Is somewhat odd that the Norman

French of Edward the Confessor
should still be the language, the legal
volce of the British parliament, but
o it is, in a way. Whenever a bill
has passed the commons the clerk, be-
fore he forwards it to the house of
lords, writes upon It, acfording to the
ancient usage: “Solt ballle aux selg=-
neurs” (“Let it bs sent to the lords”).
If it is ment from the peers to the
commons it bears a like Indorsement:
“Soft baille aux communes” (“Let it be
sent to the commons”).

Should a bill pass both houses It
needs only the royal assent to become
a law. Here the Norman-French ap-
pears again. The commons, summoned
by the usher of the black rod, are ad-
mitted to the bar of the house of lords
to hear the statement of his majesty's
commissioners. When all are assem-
bled the lord chancellor makes a sign
to his assistant, who reads the title of
the bill and then says, in a loud volce:
“The king wills it." 1In the case of
financial bills the form is thus: *“The
king thanks his good subjects, accepts
their faith and so wills it.” For pri-
vate billa the form is: ‘Let i be done
88 is desired’ Sometimes, If the bill
is of apecial importance, the sanction
of the king is glven in person. In such
a case the king, seated on the throne
at the end of the chamber, bows his
assent as the clerk reads the title.

Not Likely.

REDERICK PALMER, the war cop-
respondent, was talking about Ver=
dun.

“The French soldiers,” he =aid, “are
the big leaguers of this war. What
wonderful chaps they are—wonderful
for their bravery, their temperance,
their skill and their intelligent good-
humor.

“l remember when the pay of the
French soldier was raised from one
cent to five cents a day.

“*Well, what do you think of that? -
1 asked a poilu in a front-line trench.

**Oh, all right he grumbled: ‘all
right, 1 guess, provided we aren‘t taken
now for low-minded mercenarjes.’ ™
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